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DRUG AWARE PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [12.03 pm]: I would like to provide an update to 
members on the Drug Aware public education program. The Drug Aware program forms part of the McGowan 
government’s statewide framework of educational strategies designed to prevent, delay and reduce illicit drug use 
in Western Australia. It is delivered by the Mental Health Commission, in partnership with Curtin University. 
Drug Aware aims to help young people make informed decisions about drug use and related behaviour by 
providing them with credible and evidence-based information. 

Three Drug Aware public education campaigns are scheduled for this year. The Medix harm reduction campaign 
aligns with the music festival season and has been running since November 2018. This campaign seeks to reduce 
drug-related harm at higher risk music events by arming event patrons with information at festivals, and by 
encouraging patrons to enjoy the music and have fun without using illicit drugs. This campaign will conclude on 
11 May 2019. 

The final burst of the successful Meth Can Take Control campaign concluded on 16 March 2019. Meth Can Take 
Control targets 17 to 25-year-olds who are at risk of trying or using methamphetamine. The campaign seeks to 
prevent and reduce methamphetamine use by increasing awareness and knowledge of its potential health, social 
and legal consequences. Encouragingly, since the campaign started, more people experiencing problems with their 
own or someone else’s use have sought support for their problem. 

Additionally, the Real Facts campaign promotes the Drug Aware website as a source for young people seeking 
accurate information about drugs, and links them with information on potential harm and the health, social and 
legal consequences of drug use. The media activity will run from mid-May until the end of June 2019. 

The Drug Aware campaigns are another example of the McGowan government’s commitment to reducing alcohol 
and other drug–related harm in our community. 
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